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Kern County Environmental Health Division
CUPA AND CALARP/LEA/MEDICAL WASTE PROGRAM



Kern County Environmental Health
PROGRAMS AT KCEHD

1. FOOD PROGRAM

• Restaurants
• Mobile food
• Admin On-Call2. Land and Water

• Septic Systems
• Septic Pumpers 
• Land Development
• Water Wells



Kern County Environmental Health
PROGRAMS AT KCEHD

3. Consumer Protection

• Body Art
• Tobacco
• Pools
• Massage 
• Hotels/Motels



Kern County Environmental Health
PROGRAMS AT KCEHD

4. CERTIFIED UNIFIED PROGRAM AGENCY

• Hazardous Materials Business Plan
• Above Ground Petroleum Storage 
• Hazardous Waste
• Under Ground Storage Tanks



Kern County Environmental Health
PROGRAMS AT KCEHD

5. CalARP/LEA/ER Program
• CUPA-California Accidental Release Prevention 

Program 
• Local Enforcement Agency

• Landfills
• Transfer Stations
• Composting
• Burn Dumps

• Medical Waste
• Emergency Response 



HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS 

BUSINESS PLANS



Satisfies Federal Tier II reporting 
● Required under Section 312 of the Emergency Planning and 

Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986 (EPCRA)

Provides officials, first responders, and the public with information on 
potential hazardous at a facility to protect public health, safety, and the 
environment.

Facilitates proper emergency response and mitigation efforts during 
a release or threatened release of hazardous materials. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
BUSINESS PLANS-PURPOSE



HAZARDOUS MATERIALS BUSINESS PLANS

Does your facility have on site (for any 
purpose) at any one time, hazardous 
materials at or above
• 55 gallons for liquids, 
• 500 pounds for solids, or
• 200 cubic feet for compressed gases 

(include liquids in ASTs and USTs) 
• is regulated under more restrictive local 

inventory reporting requirements (shown 
below if present)

• the applicable Federal threshold quantity 
for an extremely hazardous substance 
specified in 40 CFR Part 355, Appendix 
A or B

• handle radiological materials in 
quantities for which an emergency plan 
is required pursuant to 10 CFR Parts 30, 

SHOULD I SUBMIT A 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
BUSINESS PLAN FOR MY 
KERN COUNTY FACILITY? 



Made up of three or more elements
FACILITY INFORMATION

Business Activities
Business Owner/Operator Identification 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
INVENTORY 

Hazardous Materials Inventory
Site Map

EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND 
TRAINING PLANS

Emergency Response/Contingency Plan
Employee Training Plan

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
BUSINESS PLANS Must be submitted to the local Certified Unified 

Program Agency (CUPA) through the state-wide 
online database- California Environmental Reporting 
System (CERS)

http://cers.calepa.ca.gov



Business 
Activities

Business 
Owner/Operator 

Identification

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS BUSINESS PLANS



HAZARDOUS MATERIALS BUSINESS PLANS

Hazardous 
Materials 
Inventory

Site Map



HAZARDOUS MATERIALS BUSINESS PLANS

Emergency 
Response/Contingency 

Plan

Employee Training Plan



Failure to establish and implement a business plan when storing hazardous materials at or 
above reportable threshold quantities

Failure to annually review and electronically certify that the business plan is complete and 
accurate on or before the required due date or failure to electronically update business 
plan within 30 days of a significant change

Failure to electronically submit a site map with all required content

Failure to have business plan readily available to personnel of the business or unified 
program facility with responsibilities for emergency response or training

Failure to provide initial and annual training to all employees in safety procedures in the 
event of a release or threatened release of a hazardous material or failure to document 
and maintain training records for a minimum of three years. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS BUSINESS 
PLANS-COMMON VIOLATIONS



ABOVE GROUND 
PETROLEUM 

STORAGE TANKS



***The Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act (APSA) applies to 
owners and operators with a total storage capacity of 1,320 gallons* 

or more of petroleum at a facility.
***The main purpose of the APSA inspection program is to verify tank facilities have prepared 
and are implementing a Federal Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan.

*Some facilities with less than 1,320 gallons of petroleum with a Tank In An Underground Area (TIUGA) would be subject to 
APSA. 

*Some facilities may be Conditionally Exempt from APSA requirements if they are located on and operated by a farm, 
nursery, logging site, or construction site and if they meet the conditions listed in HSC §25270.4.5(b).

APSA (Above Ground Petroleum Storage Act)

-Originally adopted 1989 (HSC Ch.6.67), Dropped 2002/2003 (cost saving measure), Amended & transferred 
responsibility for implementation, enforcement and administration of APSA to UPAs, on 

Jan. 1, 2008 (AB 1130); Sept. 2012 AB 1566 authorized State Fire Marshal’s Cal Fire-Office the oversight 
of APSA. Effective Jan. 2013 State Fire Marshal is responsible for implementation and 

oversight of the APSA program. 



Per HSC 25270.3, tank facilities are subject to APSA if: 
-They are subject to 40 CFR 112 (Federal Oil Spill 
Prevention Regulation) Or
-They have a storage capacity of 1,320 gallons or 
more of petroleum (regardless of proximity to navigable 
waters for most facilities) 

• Aggregate total of all aboveground storage tanks (including 
TIUGAs) with a shell capacity of 55 gallons or more of petroleum 

• Include tanks, containers & oil-filled equipment (and tiny 
TIUGAs < 55-gallon capacity not meeting tiny TIUGA exemption 
conditions)  Or
-They have a storage capacity of less than 1,320 gallons 
of petroleum AND one or more Tanks in Underground 
Area (TIUGA)

APSA-APPLICABILITY FEDS: ALL Oil… 
APSA: Petroleum only!

* 40 CFR 112 – Facilities that 
could discharge oil into 
navigable waters of US. 

* APSA Does Not have that 
criterion- so it applies to it all! 

Facility with 1 or more above 
ground tanks (containers) 
>_55 g storing petroleum 

(integral piping & TIUGA)



Class I: The most egregious type of violation
• Willful
• Intentional
• Negligent
• Knowing or should have known
• Pose a significant threat
• Chronic or recalcitrant 

Class II
• Not a Class I
• Not a minor
• Or failure to correct a minor violation within the 
prescribed Timeframes

APSA-COMMON VIOLATIONS

* Minors & Class IIs can be elevated 
to a higher Class depending upon the 
degree of potential harm or 
recalcitrance



* Drainage system in un-diked area flows offsite 
into a stream 
* Failure to prepare a SPCC at high-risk facility
* Failure to prepare a SPCC after notice
* Corrective action is not taken on exposed 
sections of buried piping after deterioration 
causing a petroleum release is found

APSA-COMMON VIOLATIONS Class I



Failure to prepare an SPCC Plan (non-high-risk facility) 
* Bulk storage secondary containment bypass valves are not 
sealed closed after draining rainwater 
* SPCC Plan not certified by a professional engineer (non-
qualified facility) 
• Failure to submit a plan amendment (s) if the facility has 

had a change in: design, construction, operation, or 
maintenance increasing the facility's discharge potential 
(eg. Adding a petroleum storage tank)

APSA-COMMON VIOLATIONS Class II



* Five-year review of plan by owner-
operator six months late 
* Failure to keep written procedures and 
inspection records with the plan 
* Failure to maintain adequate records of 
drainage from diked areas with no evidence 
and no history of petroleum discharge

APSA-COMMON VIOLATIONS Minor



*All Facilities subject to APSA must submit information in the APSA 
Facility Element of the California Environmental Reporting System 
(CERS) ANNUALLY. 

* ALL facilities subject to APSA must be inspected: Above 1320 
gallons as well as those less than 1320 gallons (due to TIUGA’s)

New APSA Regulation – Dec. 17, 2024
(California Code of Regulation Title 19 Div. 1, Ch. 11, Article 1 1600-1616)



HAZARDOUS 
WASTE



Definition: A waste (solid, liquid, gas) with properties that make it potentially dangerous or 
harmful to human health or the environment. 

Characteristics:
i. Ignitable: flash point of less and 140⁰
ii. Corrosive: strong acids/bases with pH of less than or equal to 2.0 or 

greater than or equal to 12.5. 
iii. Reactive: cause explosion/release tox gases, fumes, vapors when mixed with 

water, compressed, or heated. 
iv. Toxic: May cause long-term illness(es) such as cancer. 

HAZARDOUS WASTE (HW)



Purpose: To protect human health and the environment.

FEDERAL: Adopted by US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) , 1976 (adopted 1982)

■ Cradle to Grave: tracked from its point of origin, through its transport 
(use or cross public road), treatment, storage, and final disposal, 
ensuring it is managed responsibly at every step.

STATE: Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC)
Hazardous Waste Control Law
Health & Safety Code (HSC)
Title 22, Ca. Code of Regulations (22 CCR)

LOCAL: Certified Unified Program Agencies (CUPA)
Health & Safety Code (HSC) Ch6.11 and Title 27, Ca. Code Regulations (27 
CCR)

HAZARDOUS WASTES REGULATIONS & WHY?



Large Quantity Generator (LQGs): 1,000 kg or more of hazardous waste per 
calendar month (excluding universal wastes), and/or more than 1 kg of acutely or 
extremely hazardous per calendar month.

Small Quantity Generator (SQGs): less than 1,000 kg of hazardous waste per 
calendar month (excluding universal wastes), and/or 1kg or less of acutely or 
extremely hazardous waste per calendar month.

Very Small Quantity Generator (VSQG) aka Conditionally Exempt Small 
Quantity Generator (CESQG): Less than 100 kg of non-acute hazardous waste 
and less than 1 kg of acutely hazardous waste in a calendar month. Because DTSC 
has not adopted the federal VSQG exemption, VSQGs are required to comply 
with the requirements found in 22 CCR 66262.16.

TYPE OF HAZARDOUS WASTE GENERATOR



HAZARDOUS WASTE-COMMON 
VIOLATIONS



MEDICAL
WASTE



● Medical waste includes things like biohazardous materials, 
pharmaceuticals, sharps (needles), pathology waste, and trace 
chemotherapy waste that are not regulated under federal hazardous 
waste laws (RCRA, 1976).

● It covers waste produced in health care settings during the diagnosis, 
treatment, or care of people or animals, including:
○ Waste from autopsies or necropsies
○ Materials used in preparing a body for cremation or burial
○ Research waste involving human or animal pathogens
○ Laboratory waste and sharps that may spread infection 

(including from farming operations)
○ Home-generated sharps that are later consolidated
○ Waste from cleaning up trauma scenes

•Refer to California Health and Safety Code, Section 117690, for the 
complete definition of “Medical Waste.”

What is Medical Waste



Examples of Medical Waste

•Sharps
•(needles, syringes, blades, broken glass, contaminated with biohazard waste)

•Infectious/Biohazardous Waste
•(blood, cultures, contaminated PPE with liquid blood)

•Chemotherapy Waste
•(trace chemo vials, syringes, gowns)

•Pathology Waste and Surgical Specimens
•(human tissues, organs, body parts)

•Pharmaceutical & Hazardous Waste
•(expired drugs, chemo, P-listed meds)

•Radioactive Waste
•(isotopes using in medical imagining or treatment)



• To Prevent Infection and Disease Transmission.
 Ensure safe handling, treatment, and proper disposal so 

pathogens do not reach patients, staff, or the community.

• To prevent worker injuries and exposures.
● To ensure that any generated medical waste is properly 

managed with cradle-to-grave accountability, from its 
point of generation through treatment and final disposal.

Purpose for Medical Waste Oversite



• Any facility that generate equals to or over 200 lbs of 
Medical Waste per month Large Quantity Generator –
Require a permit.

• Facilities that generate less than 200 lbs Small Quantity 
Generator – If they treat their Medical Waste onsite, they are 
required to obtain a permit. Treatment of Medical Waste 
includes, steam sterilization (autoclave) or incineration are 
examples of onsite treatment.

Does Your Facility Need a Permit?



• Any facility that generate less than 200 lbs Small Quantity 
Generator – if they do not treat their medical waste onsite, 
they are not required to obtain a permit Kern County 
Environmental Health Department. A Medical Waste Hauler 
must be contracted to collect and properly dispose of the 
medical waste. 

● Small Quantity Generator facilities are responsible for 
maintaining documentation at their facility demonstrates how 
medical waste is contained, stored, and disposed of. 

Small Quantity Generator - Permit Not Required



Proper Containers 

 Some of the proper containers for the 
different types of waste:

1) Pharmaceutical waste 
2) Trace Chemotherapy waste 
3) Pathology waste
4) Sharps
5) BIOHAZARD red bags

Proper Storage Container



Improper Storage

Improperly Secured 
Red Bag



Improper Storage Improper Storage



Thank you

Gehaiman Saef, REHS
Kern County Public Health, 
Environmental Health Division 
2700 M. Street, Suite 300
www.kerncountypublichealth.com
saefg@kerncounty.com
(661) 862-5243 (direct)



UNDERGROUND 
STORAGE TANKS



To protect the public health and safety, the environment, and the waters of the 
state, which use for drinking, recreational purposes, crop irrigation, etc. 

Focus: prevent/reduce the chance of releases of hazardous substances from the 
UST system, detect leaks and spills when they occur, and ensure prompt cleanup 
if a spill/release occurs.

UST-PURPOSE



-Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-40 CFR, part 280
-CA regulations for UST-administered by the State Water Resources Control 
Board. 
-Local CUPA (Kern County EH and Bakersfield City Fire)

• Inspection
• Construction
• Modifications
• Closure/Abandonment

UST-Regulatory Agency



Employee training Leak Detection failure Financial responsibility Spill bucket leaking

UST-COMMON VIOLATIONS



CALIFORNIA ACCIDENTAL 
RELEASE PREVENTION PROGRAM



• Protects the public and environment from accidental releases

• Requires facilities with certain chemicals to identify potential risks

• Ensures facilities develop and maintain a Risk Management Plan (RMP)

• Promotes accident prevention through safer operations and equipment maintenance

• Provides oversight and inspections by local agencies (like Environmental Health)

• Enhances community safety and emergency preparedness

CALARP-PURPOSE



Emergency Response
• Works with fire, police, and other responders during chemical emergencies
• Ensures facilities coordinate with local emergency plans
• Requires facilities to be prepared for accidental releases
• Helps protect nearby communities in case of an incident

Enforcement
• Conducts inspections to check compliance with safety requirements
• Issues notices or penalties when facilities don’t follow the rules
• Provides guidance to help facilities correct problems
• Ensures accountability to keep the community safe

EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND 
ENFORCEMENT



• Incomplete or outdated Risk Management Plans (RMPs)

• Not maintaining up-to-date safety equipment (alarms, sensors, etc.)

• Missing or inadequate training for employees

• Failure to properly inspect and maintain equipment

• Poor documentation of safety procedures and records

• Lack of coordination with local emergency responders

CALARP-COMMON VIOLATIONS









EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND 
ENFORCEMENT



EMERGENCY RESPONSE



EMERGENCY RESPONSE



ENFORCEMENT
● Types of Enforcement:

INFORMAL
○ Inspection Violation

■ Summary of Violations

■ Inspection Report
○ Notice of Violation

FORMAL
○ Administrative Enforcement 
○ Civil/Criminal (Requires administrative law judge)

● Progressive Enforcement in most instances unless severity or deviation is 
warranted



ENFORCEMENT
● MAXIMUM PENALTY FEES PER VIOLATION

○ Hazwaste:  $70,000
○ UST:  $5,000
○ HMBP:  $2,000/5,000
○ HMBP REPORTING:  $25,000
○ CALARP:  $2,000/$25,000
○ APSA:  $5,000/10,000

● PENALTY FEES BASED ON SEVERITY, DEVIATION, REPEAT
● THIS DOES NOT INCLUDE PER DAY PENALTIES OR AGENCY 

REIMBURSEMENT
● CUPA RECOMMENDATIONS TO AVOID ELEVATED 

ENFORCEMENT



ENFORCEMENT
● CUPA RECOMMENDATIONS TO AVOID 

ELEVATED ENFORCEMENT



QUESTIONS FOR 
YOUR INSPECTORS 


